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Americans are unable to imitate it, the English mock it, and most Australians
cringe at it. It's that distinctive Aussie twang. When it rolls out of the radio
in a rap song, it sparks a “U.S. v. us” debate, and when it's exaggerated

by earnest female singers with guitars, it conjures unappealing images

of whiny white girls with dreadlocks.

Sally Seltmann is a different story. As New Buffalo, her unequivocally Aussie
lilt underlines the honesty and raw emotion of her music. In songs like “I'm
the Drunk and You're the Star,” Sally’s delicate, hushed voice soars and wraps
around gentle piano melodies, her subtle sense of humor sneaking through
a sound that doesn't seem to belong to this time. Recorded in a tin shed

by the sea, her latest album, Somewhere, Anywhere, vibrates with personality
and transports you to your own quiet place for dreaming.

www.newbuffalo.net
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New Buffalo

“The Last Beautiful Day” is the intoxicating
album by Sally Seltmann, an Australian who
records as New Buffalo (www.newbuffalo.net).
The album was released in her homeland last
year, and on Tuesday the Canadian indie-rock la-
bel Arts and Crafts is to issue a North American
version. Ms. Seltmann’s marvelous songs make
themselves visible slowly, as deceptively casual
tunes and arrangements hint at shivery pledges
and pleas. Perhaps nothing is more memorable
than what she does with the titular word in the
song “Yes,” bending it upward until you can’t tell
whether it’s a question or an answer.
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